Sacrament of the Sick
I’d like to speak about the Sacrament of the Sick. This is a wonderful Sacrament available to Baptized Catholics who are ill. I have discovered many instances where parishioners delay administration of the Sacrament until the last minute. This is most unfortunate, especially when the Lord’s strength and grace is of enormous help when someone is ill.
This Sacrament used to be called the "Last Rites" or "Extreme Unction". We now call it the Sacrament of the Sick to emphasize that it is not necessarily meant to be received only at the end of life, when one is taking one’s last breath. Being anointed does not imply that one is giving up on life, but rather asking God for healing. This is a Sacrament of life and healing, not just a preparation for death. As soon as one is aware that a life-threatening condition exists, such as a recent medical diagnosis, or during treatment for a serious condition, that is the time to ask for the Sacrament of the Sick. Don't wait until the last minute to ask for the Sacrament! Don't wait for an emergency situation to arise, when it might not be convenient or difficult to get a priest or when people are the most anxious and unable to pray.
Who should be anointed? In addition to people who are seriously ill or dying, the Sacrament is available here in the parish for people with prolonged depression, persons facing a medical procedure, spouses and friends of the sick person in emergencies, for their spiritual presence to their loved one. People facing terminal illness may also simultaneously receive the Sacrament of Penance, Eucharist (Viaticum, the last Sacrament to be received for preparation for a person’s spiritual transition to a new life) and Confirmation. 
Bishops and Priests are the only persons who may administer the Sacrament of the Sick, because of the frequent need for Penance or Confirmation (for those not previously confirmed). Deacons may also offer the prayers for the sick and for the dying, another source of tremendous comfort to the sick or dying. We are fortunate to have Deacon Jack, who is very willing to be with families and people who are ill.
I would like to make the Sacrament MORE available. Please see the IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT below. Let’s pray for the sick....that they may not ever be alone.
Fr. Don
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK–MARK YOUR CALENDAR

All parishioners who are ill, facing medical procedures, or suffering from critical disease, are able to receive the SACRAMENT OF THE SICK on the FIRST WEEKEND of the month after Mass. Fr. Don will meet those who wish to receive the Sacrament immediately following Mass, in the Family Room, next to the Vesting Sacristy, date and time to be announced in the Bulletin, the week previous.
N.B. There is not enough time between Masses on Sunday, therefore it is NOT possible to provide this service following the 8:30 Mass. Making plans to attend one of the other Masses or calling the Pastor for private time is a possible solution.
